
Moodle for Teachers 
Fostering Productive Course Management and 

Teaching 

Saki T. Golafale, Ph.D. 
Department of Chemistry 

University of Liberia 
golafalest@ul.edu.lr  

mailto:golafalest@ul.edu.lr


Moodle is a Learning Management system (LMS) 
designed to provide EDUCATORS and LEARNERS 
with an integrated system to create personalized 
learning environments. 

2 

Join me Let’s 
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Managers Roles 

Administrators 

create courses 

Teachers manage 

courses 



Teachers’ main roles 
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Teachers’ virtual life 

Moodle Administrator 

Academic Department Home 

Students 

Professor 

CORRECTLY. “Any tool works if  you are using the language”  



Target Audience 

• Teachers 

• Teaching Assistants 

• Global Administrators 
(optional) 

• Local administrators 
(optional) 
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Outline 
 
• Course contents  management: pre-requisite for effective use of  Moodle 
 
• Advanced question creation for quizzes, lessons, exams, etc. 

 
• Gradebook setup: requirement for student’s progress report 

 
• Advanced Grading: grading rubrics 

 
• Collaborative teaching on Moodle: course commons 

 
• Plagiarism check and remote exam proctoring: Turnitin and lockdown 
 browser 
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Course contents organization 

“You don’t have to be a graphic designer to 

enhance course appearance” 

Try to think like a student when you organize course materials. 

Commonly, online students become confused, frustrated, and 

disengaged simply because you have made it too hard to find the 

content and activities 8 



Saki’s course page 
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Saki’s course page 
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Saki’s course page 
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Adding questions to quiz 
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Ways to add questions to a quiz 
• Manually typing question 

• From question bank 

• Random question 

Adding questions to quiz 
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Advanced question creation 

Question Bank 

This feature allows a teacher to create, 

preview, and edit questions in a database 

of  question categories. 

The categories can be limited to being used 

on the site, course or quiz level. The 

questions in a category can be added to a 

quiz or to a lesson activity via an export 

process.  

 

The teacher enters the question bank by 

creating or editing a quiz activity.  

Want to know 

how to create 

question bank? 

Join me on 
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Gradebook Setup 

Set Course Aggregation 
 

• Select Gradebook Setup under 

course administration 
 

• Select Edit to the right of  the 

name of  the course 

 

• Select Edit Settings 
 

• Select Weighted mean of  grade as 

Aggregation 
 

• Save Changes 
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Weighted Mean Aggregation 

Use Weighted Categories and Items in the Gradebook 

When to use customized weighting 

 You would like to set individual items, categories with items, or both as a specific 

part (i.e., weight) of  the course 100% total. 

 The relationship or “weighting” of  an item or category to the course total is 

more important than the total point value of  the item or category. 

 You want the course total to be expressed as the sum of  weightings, not the 

sum of  item or category scores. 

  

Recommendation 

Use the available weighting options that are present in the Gradebook Setup view. (See 

examples below.) 

Gradebook Setup 
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Required Steps 

• Create categories in the 

gradebook based on the 

weighted categories 

outlined in your course 

syllabus. See Create a 

Category in the 

Gradebook. 

 

• Enter the weighted 

percentages for each 

category or item as 

outlined in your course 

syllabus. See Weight 

Items or Categories in 

the Gradebook. 

Weighting a category (Discussions 5%) 

Weighting Individual Items (Midterm 20% and Final Exam 40%) 

Gradebook setup 
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 At the end of  the semester you can Drop the Lowest Grade(s) or Keep the Highest 

Grade(s) of  a group of  activities. These activities must all be within one category and have 

the same point value. The category total adjusts to count only the items you’ve requested, 

and the category total line indicates the dropping or keeping of  X number of  items. 

Drop the lowest grade(s) or keep the highest grade(s) 
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Natural weighting is a gradebook aggregation method. It is the default method 

used with Moodle. Use weighted categories and items in the gradebook instead 

or in addition. 

  
At its most basic level, natural weighting functions as a sum of  all 

grades/scores. Items and categories of  small point values naturally contribute a 

small amount to the total course sum, and similarly, items and categories of  a 

large point value naturally contribute greatly to the total course sum. 

Natural weighting in the gradebook 

This next section covers: 

  
 When to use natural weighting 

 
 Requirement for using natural weighting 
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When to use natural weighting 
Activities can have different point values. 

 

• Example: One quiz is worth 10 points while another is worth 15 points. 

 

• The point value of  each activity is relative to the activity’s importance and 

natural weight. 

• Example: Weekly quizzes worth 10 points have less weight than the final 

exam worth 150 points. 

• The Total Course Points is the sum of  points of  all graded activities. 

• Activities can be organized into categories or not. 

• Categories are necessary if  you wish to Drop the Lowest Grade(s) or 

Keep the Highest Grade(s). 

  

Natural weighting 
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YOU DO NOT NEED TO CHANGE ANY SETTINGS WHEN USING NATURAL 

WEIGHTING. HOWEVER: YOU NEED TO BE SURE TO ASSIGN POINTS FOR 

ALL ACTIVITIES BASED ON HOW IMPORTANT THEY ARE IN THE COURSE 

(E.G., MORE IMPORTANT ITEMS IN THE COURSE SHOULD BE GIVEN 

MORE POINTS). 

Requirement for using natural weighting 

YOU SHOULD IGNORE CATEGORY OR ITEM WEIGHTINGS ENTIRELY 

WHEN USING NATURAL WEIGHTING SOLELY. DO NOT SELECT ANY OF 

THE GRADE ITEM CHECKBOXES. 
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Rubrics are an advanced grading methods used for 

criteria-based assessment.  

 

The rubric consists of  a set of  criteria plotted against 

levels of  achievement.  

Advanced grading: rubrics 
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According to Heidi Goodrich Andrade: Rubrics help 

students and teachers define "quality." 

 

Rubrics reduce the time teachers spend grading student 

work and makes it easier for teachers to explain to students 

why they got the grade they did and what they can do to 

improve. 

Why use rubrics 
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Enable a rubric in your assignment 

There are two ways. 

The first is at the point of  setting up the Assignment. 

• In your assignment's Settings, expand the Grade section. 

• From the Grading method menu, choose Rubric. 

• Note the Maximum grade setting - whatever numeric grade you 
assign to your criteria levels, the ultimate grade for the assignment will 
be recalculated as the proportion of  that maximum grade. 

• Save the settings; Rubric is now enabled for that particular 
Assignment. 

 

The other is via the Assignment's Settings block: 

• From the Assignment's summary page, in its Settings block, 
click Advanced grading; a new page displays a menu. 

• From the Change active grading method to menu, choose Rubric; 
this initiates the rubric setup process. 

Enabling rubric 
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To define a new rubric from scratch: 

• Go to the Rubric editor via the Advanced grading link in the 
assignment's Settings block. 

• Click Define a new rubric from scratch. 

• Type in a brief  distinctive Name and (if  needed) a description. 

• Click to edit a criterion and Click to edit level lets you tab 
through the rubric to type a description and assign points to each 
level. 

• Describe further criteria and levels as appropriate. 

• Set Rubric options. 

• Finally save the rubric definition by clicking Save rubric and 
make it ready or Save as draft. These set the form definition 
status respectively as described at the Advanced grading 
methods page. 

 

Defining rubric 
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https://docs.moodle.org/38/en/Advanced_grading_methods
https://docs.moodle.org/38/en/Advanced_grading_methods


Enabling rubric 

Join me on 
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Defining Rubric 
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Defining Rubric 
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Adding criterion to Rubric 
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Sample Rubrics 

Sample 1 

This rubric example uses relatively low values and small intervals between the evaluation 

criteria. 

A student who receives marks of  4 / 7.5 / 3 earns 14.5 points which is 72.5% of  the 

total for the activity. 

 If  the activity is worth 10 points the student receives 0.725 X 10 = 7.25 pts. 

 If  the activity is worth 25 points the student receives 0.725 X 25 = 18.125 pts. 
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Sample Rubric #2 

This next rubric example uses points that will fall into a more standard 10% drop for each 

level of  evaluation. The lowest evaluation point level is exactly 50% of  the maximum in that 

category. The maximum of  the three criterion total 250 points, with one category weighted 

slightly more than the other two. 

A student who receives marks of  72 / 90 / 72 earns 234 points which is 93.6% of  the total 

for the activity. 

 If  the activity is worth 50 points the student receives 0.936 X 50 = 46.8 pts. 

 If  the activity is worth 100 points the student receives 0.936 X 100 = 93.6 pts. 
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Changing active grading method 
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Collaborative teaching: course commons 

Benefits of  a course commons page 

1. Keep all instructors on the same page with syllabus, grading rubrics, 

exams. 

2. Ensures shared responsibilities in course management. 

3. Prevents conflicting information to students. 
33 



Plagiarism check on Moodle 
Plagiarism is when a student submits content they have copied and the real author 

was not given credit for the words. Plagiarism prevention detects when this form of  

cheating or academic dishonesty has happened. Moodle doesn't come with any pre-

installed plagiarism prevention methods - they need to be added by a site 

administrator 
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Vericite is a simple and cost-effective 

tool that identifies possible plagiarism 

immediately. Vericite makes it easy for 

instructors to tackle plagiarism without 

making it a primary focus of  their 

course.  

Turnitin is a plagiarism prevention and 

detection system used by secondary schools 

and higher education institutions. Currently, 

there are some Moodle plugins that work 

with Turnitin in Moodle. These plugins 

integrate with the existing Moodle 

Assignments module 

Common plagiarism checkers 
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Turnitin plagiarism check 

Sample Turnitin plagiarism check reports 23% copied work 
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Remote exam proctoring on moodle 

Watch video: https://youtu.be/hv2L8Q2NpO4   

Prevent Cheating During Online Quizzes 
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https://youtu.be/hv2L8Q2NpO4


https://docs.moodle.org/27/en/Quiz_module 

https://docs.moodle.org/27/en/Activities 

https://docs.moodle.org/27/en/Assignment_module 

https://docs.moodle.org/27/en/Courses 

https://docs.moodle.org/27/en/Managing_a_Moodle_course 

https://docs.moodle.org/27/en/Managing_content 

https://docs.moodle.org/27/en/Reusing_activities 

Useful Moodle links 

https://docs.moodle.org/27/en/Quiz_module
https://docs.moodle.org/27/en/Activities
https://docs.moodle.org/27/en/Assignment_module
https://docs.moodle.org/27/en/Courses
https://docs.moodle.org/27/en/Managing_a_Moodle_course
https://docs.moodle.org/27/en/Managing_content
https://docs.moodle.org/27/en/Reusing_activities


THANK YOU! 
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